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A cemetery is, and may be perceived, as an object of the material and spiritual life and of histori-
cal, confessional, and ethnographic heritage. The culture of death and funeral rites that represent it 
have been relevant in all stages of mankind existence and in all civilizations, regardless of the level 
of economic development or the cultural environment of the region, state, or land. Researchers 
who are interested in cemeteries as a social, spiritual attribute of a community state that “almost in 
all religions, burial places are the living places of the dead (die Wohnungen der Toten). They [the 
burial places – S. P.] are places of remembrance where both the destinies of the living and the dead 
members of the family intertwine, as well as the present with the culture of the past. Burial places 
represent the public identity in an excellent way. They document the process of history and reflect 
significant social processes, architectural and historical aspects, and the forms of surnames and 
linguistic changes that can be found on the tombstones“1.
The functional priorities of cemeteries and tombs as research objects, as defined by German scho-
lars, are also to be applied to the old cemeteries of Klaipėda Region2. They are an integral part of the 
region‘s cultural landscape and a segment of confessional heritage which semantically reflects the 
national and linguistic environment of the people who used to live there, the social and economic 
structure, the aspects of the development of local communities, and the characteristics of changes 
in funeral rites influenced by Protestantism and by the development of the Prussian / German state.
On the other hand, a cemetery is a cultural, historical component of the social structure which 
simultaneously reflects “the past of the land, represents its present, and offers a look into the future“3. 
Therefore, the current state of the old cemeteries of Klaipėda Region and the view of relevant autho-
rities, individual enthusiasts, scholars, and ethnographers of the cemetery maintenance and preser-
vation illustrate the public attitude to the said confessional heritage, different from that in the rest of 
Lithuania, and the social, cultural, and moral values that predetermine the relationship with the past.
In the Soviet times, the studies of the history of Klaipėda Region and its cultural and con-
fessional heritage were forced into an ideological framework, as the multi-ethnic history of the 
region and its multiculturalism  did not comply to the ‘purified’ conception of the national history; 
therefore, quite a few of the plots of Klaipėda Region, and in a broader context, of Prussian Lithu-
ania, marked with alien  German linguistic and cultural traces stayed beyond the field of scientific 
interests and research. 
The old cemeteries of Klaipėda Region received more attention from researchers4 and eth-
nographers as late as in the years of Lithuania‘s Independence, although individual enthusiasts 
became interested in them in the Soviet years, approximately from the early seventies5. Starting 
1 EHALT, H. Ch. Vorwort der Herausgeber. FISCHER, N. Vom Gottesacker zum Krematorium. Eine Sozialgeschichte 
der Friedhöfe in Deutschland seit dem 18. Jahrhundert. Kulturstudien. Bibliothek der Kulturgeschichte. Hrsg. von H. 
Ch. EHALT, H. KONRAD. Bd. 17, Köln, 1996, p. VI. 
2 To date, Lithuanian historiography does not have a single name for the cemeteries in Klaipėda Region. They are 
called the old, Lutheran, Protestant, or historical ones. All those terms are contextually correct and can be used to 
define the same object. In the articles of the volume, the name shall also vary. 
3 HILLEBRAND, A.-K. Erinnerung und Raum. Friedhöfe und Museen in der Literatur. Würzburger Wissenschaftliche 
Schriften, Bd. 341, Königshausen&Neumann, 2001, p. 133.
4 For more information about the research into the old cemeteries of Klaipėda Region and bibliography, see the articles 
of S. Pocytė, R. Sliužinskas, and other authors in the present volume. 
5 Visual and written materials collected by ethnographer Ferdinandas Tamošiūnas in the 70s could be named, as well as 
student papers on the small architecture in the cemeteries of Klaipėda Region, supervised by dr. Jurgis Mališauskas, 
Klaipėda Faculties of the Lithuanian State Conservatoire. 
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with 2006, research into the confessional heritage of Klaipeda Region has been conducted by the 
researchers of the Institute of Baltic Sea Region History and Archaeology, Klaipėda University 
(hereinafter: IBSRHA KU) who study the old cemeteries of the region as a linguistic, cultural, 
ethnographic, and religious object of the past of the region, inseparable from the development of 
all Klaipėda Region and the states it belonged to. Therefore, the research can be attributed not only 
to the fields of history, linguistics, cultural anthropology, or religious studies, but also to one of 
cultural regional studies. On the other hand, as revealed by the research experience of several ye-
ars, merely the humanities aspect of the research into that part of the confessional heritage cannot 
comprehensively reflect the significance and the value of the old cemeteries of Klaipėda Region in 
the regional context.
Over the last decade, the research into cemeteries was obviously influenced by increasingly 
more distinct interdisciplinary trends and their methodological links. Given the said trend, the 
IBSRHA KU research team, in the framework of the conducted project Research into the Ethnic-
Confessional Heritage of Klaipėda Region by Developing Geographic Information System6 of the 
Research Council of Lithuania-funded programme State and Nation: Heritage and Identity, present 
segments of research in the fields of humanities, natural, technological, social, and informatics 
sciences which reveal the history of the old cemeteries, the evolution of tombstones, including the 
viewpoint of materials science, the linguistic, national, and social development of the region and 
its individual communities recorded in the epitaphs, the vegetation of the cemeteries, and the po-
tential of the science of informatics in the systematization of the accumulated written, photo, and 
video materials. The information database which has been created since 2006 on the basis of the 
data collected during field expeditions7 and containing about 20,500 units of digital media, in 2012, 
was supplemented by information from 40 old cemeteries of Klaipėda Region.  The accumulated 
materials became a research object of the scientific articles published in the present volume of Acta 
Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis.  
In the discussion of the old cemeteries, it is relevant both to reveal the significance of them as an 
element of material heritage and to analyze the legal regulation of funeral rites that predetermined 
the formation of cemeteries. The regulation of funeral rites in Prussia in the 16th to 18th c. as one of 
the major aspects of the process of confessionalization is discussed by Darius Barasa. The histori-
cal theme is extended by Silva Pocytė whose article is devoted to the impact of Protestantism on the 
formation of the multilingual cultural environment in Klaipėda Region and the bilingual expression 
in epitaphs; she reveals the specificity of the regional confessional heritage in the context of Lithu-
ania by means of comparison of certain developmental aspects and artefacts of the old cemeteries 
in Klaipėda Region and in other Lithuanian regions.  
The articles of Asta Balčiūnienė and Eglė Bukantytė present a linguistic analysis of tombsto-
ne inscriptions in the old cemeteries of Klaipėda Region. A. Balčiūnienė studies the Lithuanian 
inscriptions from the morphological and lexical viewpoint and discusses the principal linguistic 
characteristics of personal names. The research object of E. Bukantytė is German epitaphs and the 
texts recorded in them which are compared to Lithuanian ones by means of a historical comparati-
ve method with the aim of disclosing their textological and linguistic specificity.  
The article of Arūnė Liucija Arbušauskaitė focuses on the personal data in the epigraphs from 
the old cemeteries, with special attention to the gender and age characteristics and children/ infant 
mortality. As disclosed by the author‘s studies, the information of the cemetery inscriptions sup-
6 The project will continue till the end of 2014, contract No. VAT-12018. 
7 From 2006 to 2012, over 4,000 artefacts were recorded.  
11
plements the characteristics of the social-demographic development of Klaipėda Region, however, 
due to the shortage of data, it does not lead to deeper conclusions on the dependence of the lifespan 
on economic or geographic factors.
The present state of the old cemeteries in the region and their place in the local culture and 
heritage system is analyzed by Arūnas Baublys. He raises a problem of the jurisdiction of Klaipėda 
Region cemeteries topical for the current legal and administrative system of the Republic of Lithu-
ania which stands out in dealing with land planning, cemetery maintenance, and the heritage status 
issues. The subject of the relationship of the settlers who came to live in the region after 1945 and 
of their descendants with the said confessional heritage is continued by Rimantas Sliužinskas. He 
interviewed part of the Lietuvininkai (Lithuanians of Prussian Lithuania) living in the vicinity of 
the old cemeteries in Saugai rural administrative area Šilutė district and the settlers who arrived 
there in the post-war years; their stories witness certain plots of the history of the cemetery and 
the funeral tradition, as well as the place of the conception of the cemetery as one‘s own or alien 
historical and cultural object in the group identity of the local community.  
The botanical aspects of the old cemeteries are analyzed in the article of Rita Nekrošienė who 
discuses the diversity of the species of ornamental herbaceous and ligneous plants and their dis-
tribution in 40 cemeteries of Šilutė district. During the research, almost 60 species of ornamental 
plants were identified in the cemeteries; the author concludes that well-maintained and cared of 
cemeteries boast a greater variety of plants than the abandoned ones.   
Arminas Štuopys and Dionyzas Varkalis who look into the issue of identification of accidental 
artefacts, the establishment of their status from the monument protection viewpoint, and the pos-
sibility of their further scientific use, actualize the significance of the said artefacts as the sources 
of materials science that enable the analysis the materials, technologies, and colours used by mas-
ters of the 19th to mid-20th c. and the instrumental composition and structure of ceramics, metal, 
paints, and glazes.  
The unit of scientific articles ends with a paper of Natalija Juščenko, Dalia Baziukė, and Ingrida 
Borisenko devoted to the potential of the contemporary information technologies (IT) in the ap-
plication of instruments and tools to the accumulation, storage, processing, and presentation of the 
data. As stated by the authors, the accumulation, storage, and publicising of the inventory data from 
the old cemeteries are priorities that serve as a basis of interdisciplinary research, while the latest 
algorithms of data analysis, networking methods, and software for work with the geographical and 
multimedia data create prerequisites for new methodologies of historical research. 
The volume presents a unit covering source research and publication reviews related to the the-
me of the history of Prussian Church, cemetery evolution, and their current state. The chapter opens 
with Darius Barasa’s study on Kuncai Parish in 1569. The principal source analyzed by the author 
is the data of the visitation of Kuncai Parish on the Curonian Spit in 1569, reviewed and presented 
in the context of all the parishes of Semba Diocese visited at the time. The first narrative about the 
Curonian Spit both offer a wealth of information about the internal life of the parish and touches 
upon the start of confessionalization in the parish that enables a discussion of certain assumptions 
of the ethnic, social, and economic situation of the Curonian Spit. The author continues his research 
into the history of parishes by presenting fragments of the 19th C. Rusnė Church parish documents, 
which reflect considerations of the clergy and employees of the parish about the state of the local 
cemetery and the necessity to expand its territory, present the statistics of the number of burials, 
and offer other information about the internal life of the local community.  
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Arūnė Liucija Arbušauskaitė analyzes hitherto unknown minutes of interrogations in Šilutė 
Unit of the People‘s Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD) conducted in November 1944 in 
which information about the war prisoners camp in Macikai in the years of World War 2 had been 
recorded. The documents were first used by researchers in 2011, when the archaeological and his-
torical studies started with the aim of identification of the mass graves of those perished in Macikai 
in the neighbouring village of Armalėnai. 
Arminas Štuopys used the materials of the History Museum of Lithuania Minor to introduce 
ethnographer Ferdinandas Tamošiūnas (1932–1980), whose activities in the 70s were mainly rela-
ted to the recording of the old cemeteries in the environs of Klaipėda City. As most of the artefacts 
recorded by Tamošiūnas have disappeared or have been destroyed, the material is of special value 
for comparative studies of the state of the cemetery and for the assessment of their cultural or the 
monument protection-value. Štuopys extends the subject of the cemetery development in Klaipėda 
environs by a micro study in which the accumulated artefacts are analyzed in the context of the 
Žardė cemetery case since the mid-20th c. 
At the end of the chapter, two texts of different genres are presented: fragments of stories on the 
situation of survival and preservation of the old cemeteries in the present Karaliaučius/Kaliningrad 
Region. In the review of the Königsberg cemetery, Anatolij Bachtin writes about the appearance of 
the cemetery in the city and its development since the Middle Ages and reveals the scale of the ce-
metery destruction after 1945, when in the Soviet period almost all the cemeteries that functioned 
in the city before the end of WW2 were destroyed. A similar state of the cultural and confessional 
heritage in the said region is illustrated by a travel diary on the route Sovetsk-Svetlogorsk by Jurgis 
Mališauskas, with the impressions of endangered churches, castles, and cemeteries of the region 
recorded.
The volume ends with the traditional rubrics of information about scientific events and book 
reviews.
A review of the published scientific articles allows one to state that, for the first time in Lithu-
anian historiography, readers and research community are presented a broad range of an interdis-
ciplinary analysis of the old cemeteries of Klaipėda Region. The said scientific texts illustrate a 
possibility of the approach of different fields of science to the research into confessional heritage 
and the correlation of the obtained outcomes resulting in new scientific insights and general cul-
tural values. 
The authors and the publishers of the volume are looking forward both towards an interested 
look of reader and their assessment and the attention of the general public and responsible officials 
to the state of a very important segment of the heritage of Klaipėda Region and the necessity of its 
preservation.
Silva Pocytė
